The founding of Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club
This information has been extracted from the ‘Ferntree Gully News’ of 10th & 17th April 1926, and details the actual foundation date (Saturday 3/4/1926) and other records of the first formal season of the Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club.

‘For several years the prospect of forming a cricket club at Upper Ferntree Gully has been discussed, but it was not until last Saturday (3/4/1926) that an eleven was first formed under this banner in an endeavour to create cricket history in this particular township.

A pitch was hastily formed on Gulliver’s estate, where this first summer battle was fought and resulted in a victory for the new combination by 36 runs over a team from Ferny Creek. Ex FTGCC cricketer, W. (Bill) Swindon was appointed the first UFTGCC Captain.’
‘UFTGCC vs Prahran Manchester Unity - This match was played at Upper Gull last Saturday (10/4/1926) afternoon. The decision of the match rested in the team scoring the most runs in 1½ hours. The Gully team scored 21 runs more than their opponents and were therefore the winners. The scores were UFTG 9/121 (H. Tainsch 39, J. Fleming 31*, M. Henry 14*) def Prahran M.U. 7/100 (H. Tainsch, M. Henry & H. Rickard all took 2 wickets)’
From 1926/27 – ‘UFTGCC and FTGCC will play a match on the Dawson Street ground this afternoon (13/11/1926). This match has been looked forward to for some time by players and supporters of both teams and will feature A. Hayes, V. Rowe and K. Williamson who reside at Lower Gully but will play for the Upper Gull team, while D. Bear and H. Parker who reside in Upper Ferntree Gully will play for the Ferntree Gully team. The match was played over two days – At stumps on Day 1 the scores being FTGCC 195 to UFTGCC 8/37

The two teams continued their match and the Upper Gully lads were knocked over by Tom Daykin who concluded their innings for 40. Being 155 runs behind, they followed on and the batting team was knocked over for 35. The Lower Gully team had another bat to conclude the day being 3 wickets down for close to the century when time was called. They had won the first local challenge by an innings and 120 runs but the writer believes that the talent between these two clubs should be distributed more evenly to ensure stronger competition for visitors to the area.’ 
1926/27 UFTGCC PLAYING RECORDS
	Name
	M
	Inn
	N. O.
	Runs
	H. S.
	Ave.
	Overs
	Wkts
	Runs
	Ave.

	D. Bear
	4
	4
	0
	84
	38
	21.0
	
	
	
	

	J. Fleming
	7
	7
	0
	68
	15
	9.7
	
	
	
	

	A. Hayes
	23
	23
	4
	220
	48
	11.5
	100
	29
	543
	18.7

	W. Headen
	23
	23
	9
	63
	10*
	4.5
	
	
	
	

	F. Hede Snr.
	14
	14
	2
	88
	22
	7.3
	9 
	2
	46
	23.0

	M. Henry
	26
	35
	9
	188
	39
	7.2
	139.2
	39
	600
	15.4

	R. Henry
	27
	31
	0
	324
	39
	10.4
	53 
	24
	277
	11.5

	R. Kronk
	19
	21
	2
	98
	86*
	5.1
	36.4
	15
	128
	8.5

	W. Lloyd
	6
	6
	0
	124
	91
	20.7
	
	
	
	

	C. Nolan
	9
	10
	6
	376
	84*
	94.0
	41
	19
	186
	9.7

	H. Parker
	9
	10
	2
	129
	37
	16.1
	7
	3
	56
	18.6

	H. Rickards
	28
	32
	0
	203
	38
	6.3
	44.3
	35
	565
	16.1

	J. Rowe
	7
	8
	0
	95
	29
	11.9
	
	
	
	

	V. Rowe
	7
	7
	1
	49
	24*
	8.2
	
	
	
	

	M. Smith (Sub.)
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	
	
	
	

	W. Swindon (C)
	28
	32
	6
	304
	63*
	11.7
	125.2
	64
	645
	10.0

	H. Tainsch
	11
	11
	0
	143
	48
	13.0
	31
	14
	158
	11.3

	E.J. Tew
	4
	4
	0
	75
	31
	18.7
	
	
	
	

	K. Williamson
	24
	28
	5
	231
	37*
	10.0
	13 
	2
	62
	31.0


NOTE: An over was 8 balls in 1926/27
1926/27 UFTGCC AWARDS

FIELDING: A. Hayes – 7 Points, K. Williamson – 4 Points, W. Swindon, W. Headen, M. Henry, R. Kronk – 3 Points, R. Henry, F. Hede Snr. – 2 Points, J. Fleming, C. Nolan, J. Rowe, M. Smith – 1 Point 

CATCHES: K. Williamson – 15, W. Swindon – 11, R. Henry – 10, R. Kronk – 9, A. Hayes, C. Nolan, M. Henry – 8, W. Headen, H. Rickards, F. Hede Snr. – 4, V. Rowe, J. Rowe, E. Rosenbrock, G. Philpott – 3, W. Leask, H. Tainsch, M. Smith (Sub), T. Hickey, R. Dix, D. Bear – 2, H. Parker – 1 

BATTING AVE: C. Nolan, BOWLING AVE: W. Swindon, FIELDING: A. Hayes, HAT TRICK: A. Hayes, HIGHEST SCORE: W. Lloyd – 91, BEST BOWLING: C. Nolan – 6/7 (8/1/1927), MOST RUNS: C. Nolan – 376, MOST WICKETS: W. Swindon – 64, MOST CATCHES: K. Williamson – 15

Donated by Steve Flemming – FTGDCA Historian
