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24th October 2020

Hi everyone,
With cricket season tantalisingly close, we want to share important information about the Covid safe requirements for the club.
It is imperative that we all follow these requirements, for our safety and the safety of the community.
Knox and Yarra Ranges Councils, and the Ferntree Gully District Cricket Association will be closely monitoring the Covid safe practices of all clubs and serious penalties will apply for significant breaches.
Our Covid Safe Policy and Plan are available on the club website.  A summary of the key information is provided below.
We are looking forward to a great – if different – season ahead and have every confidence we will all play our part to make it happen.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch
Thanks, 
Byron (Boz) Rickard, President - 0425 711 472 
and the UFTGCC Committee



Summary of UFTGCC Covid Safe Practices / Requirements
Note: We are following the advice of Cricket Victoria and will adjust our practices accordingly as updates are received.
General Information
· If you are not feeling well, do not come.  Stay home and if you have symptoms, get tested.
· All players, officials, and spectators much check in and out when arriving and leaving the club– we will have multiple QR code signs on display in various locations to make this as fast and simple as possible.  Your coach, captain, team manager or a committee member can assist if required.
· Masks must be worn (exceptions apply during active training and when playing).
· Arrive dressed to train or play.  Changerooms are not likely to be open due to stringent cleaning requirements.  Bathrooms will be available.  Note: If changerooms are open, only players are allowed to enter.
· Social distancing of 1.5 metres should be maintained (except where not possible during training drills or matches).
· Hand sanitiser should be applied on arrival and every 30-40 minutes thereafter.  
· We will have a range of signage in place to remind people (including public) of the requirements, e.g. mask wearing, social distancing, hand hygiene, checking in/out.
· Hand sanitiser, cleaning wipes and disinfectant spray will also be readily available (donations of these items would be very welcome!) – and we would like everyone’s assistance in undertaking the ongoing cleaning requirements, which includes facilities, equipment and high touch points.
· Car pooling should be avoided where possible.
· Use of cash should be avoided where possible.
· Only touch your own gear (keep bags well apart) and food/drink.
· People should not congregate and are encouraged to leave as soon as possible after training/matches.
Additional Information for Training
· Training will occur in pre-arranged groups, with group sizes dependent on current Cricket Victoria advice.  Groups will rotate between areas and will not mix during sessions.  
· Every second net will be throwdowns only, to avoid a large bunch of bowlers at one end
· Equipment and high touch points are to be cleaned pre and post use.  Equipment sharing should be kept to a minimum.
· Masks must be worn (for people aged 12+) except when batting, bowling, fielding, or undertaking vigorous activity where breathing is impeded (e.g. running drills).
Additional Information for Matches
· Avoid team huddles, high 5s and minimise fielding close to others.
· Off field – 1.5 metre social distancing is to be maintained at all times.
· On field – players and umpires should not gather within 1.5 metres before and after play, during breaks or following wickets.
· Umpires are to wear a mask; masks are optional for players.
· Umpires will not be able to hold personal items (e.g. hat or sunglasses) for players – they will advise where these items can be placed.
· Scorers are to be located 1.5 metres apart and wear masks; Online scoring is preferable; team sheets must not be shared with the opposition. 
· Only players are to touch the match ball; No sweat or saliva is to be placed on the match ball at any time; the ball is to be cleaned with a 70% alcohol based wipe or spray after every 10 overs/wicket/scheduled break; the ball is to be placed in a zip lock bag or box during breaks.
· No shared afternoon teas – players are to bring their own or purchase items from the canteen.
· Equipment and high touch points are to be cleaned pre and post use.  Equipment sharing should be kept to a minimum.
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